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"Mozart's need for love had grown uncertain of itself in early childhood. His
feeling of being unloved found constant confirmation in his changing experiences
over the years, and the intensity of his unsatisfied desire to be loved, detectable
as adominant wish throughout hislife, very largely determined what had
meaning for him and what did not."—From the book

One of the most important social thinkers of our time provides a haunting portrait
of Mozart'slife and creative genius. German sociologist Norbert Elias examines
the paradoxes in Mozart's short existence—his brilliant creativity and social
marginality, his musical sophistication and personal crudeness, his breathtaking
accomplishments and deep despair.

Using psychoanalytic insights, Elias examines Leopold Mozart's carefully honed
ambitions for his son and protege. From the age of six Mozart traveled with his
father, performing in the major courts throughout Europe. The elder Mozart
worked on his son "like a sculptor on his sculpture,”" and this deep bond formed
the lietmotif in understanding Mozart's early talent and complicated psyche.

Mozart chafed at the constraints of Viennese courtly culture. Growing up in a
society which viewed musicians as manual laborers producing entertainment for
the court, he fought for an independent livelihood. Vienna's aristocracy
ultimately turned its back on the composer, who faced mounting debts, no work,
and no prospect of fulfilling hisinnermost desires. He died fedling that hislife
had become empty of meaning.

Elias ponders the concept of genius, which he sees as a complex marriage of
fantasy, inspiration, and convention. In exploring the tension between personal
creativity and the tastes of an era, he gives us abook of startling insight and
discovery.
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"Mozart's need for love had grown uncertain of itself in early childhood. His feeling of being unloved found
constant confirmation in his changing experiences over the years, and the intensity of his unsatisfied desire to
be loved, detectable as a dominant wish throughout hislife, very largely determined what had meaning for
him and what did not."—From the book

One of the most important social thinkers of our time provides a haunting portrait of Mozart's life and
creative genius. German sociologist Norbert Elias examines the paradoxes in Mozart's short existence—his
brilliant creativity and social marginality, his musical sophistication and personal crudeness, his breathtaking
accomplishments and deep despair.

Using psychoanalytic insights, Elias examines Leopold Mozart's carefully honed ambitions for his son and
protege. From the age of six Mozart traveled with his father, performing in the major courts throughout
Europe. The elder Mozart worked on his son "like a sculptor on his sculpture,” and this deep bond formed
the lietmotif in understanding Mozart's early talent and complicated psyche.

Mozart chafed at the constraints of Viennese courtly culture. Growing up in a society which viewed
musicians as manual laborers producing entertainment for the court, he fought for an independent livelihood.
Viennas aristocracy ultimately turned its back on the composer, who faced mounting debts, no work, and no
prospect of fulfilling hisinnermost desires. He died fegling that his life had become empty of meaning.

Elias ponders the concept of genius, which he sees as a complex marriage of fantasy, inspiration, and
convention. In exploring the tension between personal creativity and the tastes of an era, he gives us a book
of startling insight and discovery.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In showing that Mozart the man and Mozart the composer developed inseparably, Elias has steered a
sensible course between idealizing the man to make him conform with the idea of genius and disparaging the
man as akind of freak whose only virtue was to be able to write masterpieces. . . . Elias has written about the
development of the composer and the man being inseparable. This book is arewarding study in the sociology
of genius."--"The Sewanee Review

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Origina Language: German

About the Author

Norbert Elias was Professor Emeritus at the University of Frankfurt until his death in 1990. His many works
include the modern classic, The Civilizing Process.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Christi Ross:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Mozart: Portrait of a Genius.

Charles Dame:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book Mozart: Portrait of a Genius was making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book
Mozart: Portrait of a Geniusis not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when
you experience bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book Mozart: Portrait of a Genius. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Elizabeth Brown:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by itsinclude may doesn't work



thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer might be Mozart: Portrait of a Genius why because the excellent cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
asthe outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Raymond Floyd:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn abook you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Mozart: Portrait of a Genius provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Download and Read Online Mozart: Portrait of a Genius By
Norbert Elias#FTSDI4AR1EK



Read Mozart: Portrait of a Genius By Norbert Eliasfor online
ebook

Mozart: Portrait of a Genius By Norbert Elias Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books
to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books
to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Mozart: Portrait
of a Genius By Norbert Elias booksto read online.

Online Mozart: Portrait of a Genius By Norbert Elias ebook PDF download
Mozart: Portrait of a Genius By Norbert Elias Doc

Mozart: Portrait of a Genius By Norbert Elias M obipocket

Mozart: Portrait of a Genius By Norbert Elias EPub



