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Grant Maxwell examines the recorded music of popular culture with the same
subtlety and care as he brings to the literary and philosophical texts of high
culture. He seeks not just breadth of knowledge but coherence of insight; not
just accumulation of knowledge but depth of understanding.

Richard Tarnas, author of The Passion of the Western Mind

Grant is a very distinguished cat.

James Howard Kunstler, author of The Geography of Nowhere

How Does It Feel? traces the significance of rock and roll through the early
careers of Elvis Presley, The Beatles, and Bob Dylan, drawing on some of the
most profound philosophical ideas of the last few centuries. Through the artists'
own words and intimate accounts, this study suggests that archaic modes of
thought, including those associated with mysticism, alchemy, shamanism, and
ecstatic spiritual practice, and even with often trivialized phenomena described
by words like "magic," "destiny," and "prophecy," are vitally important for
understanding how these musicians were able to catalyze the inception of an
epochal revolution in human consciousness.

From the recording of Presley's first hit at Sun studio to the Beatles' primal
Hamburg initiation to Dylan's "transfiguration," this study shows how rock and
roll has enacted the return of relational modes repressed since Descartes' equation
of thought with human being in the seventeenth century. Although the privileging
of rationality, materialism, and science has apparently been in service to the
development of humanity's intellectual capacities, this "ascent of man" has come
at the expense of intuitive, affective, and embodied ways of knowing.

However, nothing can be repressed forever, and rock and roll appears to have
been a compensatory reaction to the modern rationalization and disenchantment
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of culture. Through an engaging retelling of the familiar narratives from a novel
philosophical perspective, How Does It Feel? illuminates how the renewed
attention to bodily experience performed by these musicians has opened the door
to even more deeply repressed premodern modes, mediating what appears to be
the emergence of a new world view that integrates modern and premodern
premises.
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Grant Maxwell examines the recorded music of popular culture with the same subtlety and care as he
brings to the literary and philosophical texts of high culture. He seeks not just breadth of knowledge but
coherence of insight; not just accumulation of knowledge but depth of understanding.

Richard Tarnas, author of The Passion of the Western Mind

Grant is a very distinguished cat.

James Howard Kunstler, author of The Geography of Nowhere

How Does It Feel? traces the significance of rock and roll through the early careers of Elvis Presley, The
Beatles, and Bob Dylan, drawing on some of the most profound philosophical ideas of the last few centuries.
Through the artists' own words and intimate accounts, this study suggests that archaic modes of thought,
including those associated with mysticism, alchemy, shamanism, and ecstatic spiritual practice, and even
with often trivialized phenomena described by words like "magic," "destiny," and "prophecy," are vitally
important for understanding how these musicians were able to catalyze the inception of an epochal
revolution in human consciousness.

From the recording of Presley's first hit at Sun studio to the Beatles' primal Hamburg initiation to Dylan's
"transfiguration," this study shows how rock and roll has enacted the return of relational modes repressed
since Descartes' equation of thought with human being in the seventeenth century. Although the privileging
of rationality, materialism, and science has apparently been in service to the development of humanity's
intellectual capacities, this "ascent of man" has come at the expense of intuitive, affective, and embodied
ways of knowing.

However, nothing can be repressed forever, and rock and roll appears to have been a compensatory reaction
to the modern rationalization and disenchantment of culture. Through an engaging retelling of the familiar
narratives from a novel philosophical perspective, How Does It Feel? illuminates how the renewed attention
to bodily experience performed by these musicians has opened the door to even more deeply repressed
premodern modes, mediating what appears to be the emergence of a new world view that integrates modern
and premodern premises.
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Editorial Review

Review
The first three chapters, about each title character and their particular artistic genesis, are good cultural
history and excellent pop music analysis (his explication of Dylan's rejection of modernity is one of the
better summations available of this complicated figure). . . . The accounts provide fresh, rewarding
perspectives on historical moments that have been theorized to death, if not outright mythologized. . . .
Grasping at any threads that might bind high culture with low . . . this very polar tension generates the
ultimately subtle magnetism of Maxwell's book.

H-Net Reviews

About the Author
Grant Maxwell is the author of How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, and the
Philosophy of Rock and Roll. He has served as a professor of English at Baruch College in New York, he
holds a PhD from the City University of New York's Graduate Center, he has written for American
Songwriter magazine and the Journal of Religion and Popular Culture, and he works at Vanderbilt University
Press. He's also a musician, and he lives in Nashville, Tennessee with his wife and son.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jane Garner:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, and the
Philosophy of Rock and Roll. Try to the actual book How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles, Bob
Dylan, and the Philosophy of Rock and Roll as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you
really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Patricia Howard:

Inside other case, little people like to read book How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles, Bob Dylan,
and the Philosophy of Rock and Roll. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important a new book How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, and
the Philosophy of Rock and Roll. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era,
we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.



Erica Lewis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, and the
Philosophy of Rock and Roll book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer of How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, and the
Philosophy of Rock and Roll content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles, Bob Dylan, and the Philosophy of Rock and Roll is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Michael Castillo:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This How Does It Feel?: Elvis Presley, The Beatles,
Bob Dylan, and the Philosophy of Rock and Roll can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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