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From a master of the historical novel, Empress Orchid sweeps readers into the
heart of the Forbidden City to tell the fascinating story of a young concubine who
becomes China’s last empress. Min introduces the beautiful Tzu Hsi, known as
Orchid, and weaves an epic of a country girl who seized power through
seduction, murder, and endless intrigue. When China is threatened by enemies,
she alone seems capable of holding the country together.
In this “absorbing companion piece to her novel Becoming Madame Mao” (New
York Times), readers and reading groups will once again be transported by Min’s
lavish evocation of the Forbidden City in its last days of imperial glory and by
her brilliant portrait of a flawed yet utterly compelling woman who survived, and
ultimately dominated, a male world.

 Download Empress Orchid ...pdf

 Read Online Empress Orchid ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036


Empress Orchid

By Anchee Min

Empress Orchid By Anchee Min

From a master of the historical novel, Empress Orchid sweeps readers into the heart of the Forbidden City to
tell the fascinating story of a young concubine who becomes China’s last empress. Min introduces the
beautiful Tzu Hsi, known as Orchid, and weaves an epic of a country girl who seized power through
seduction, murder, and endless intrigue. When China is threatened by enemies, she alone seems capable of
holding the country together.
In this “absorbing companion piece to her novel Becoming Madame Mao” (New York Times), readers and
reading groups will once again be transported by Min’s lavish evocation of the Forbidden City in its last days
of imperial glory and by her brilliant portrait of a flawed yet utterly compelling woman who survived, and
ultimately dominated, a male world.

Empress Orchid By Anchee Min Bibliography

Sales Rank: #249448 in Books●

Brand: Mariner Books●

Published on: 2005-04-11●

Released on: 2005-04-11●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 8.25" h x .92" w x 5.50" l, 1.00 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

368 pages●

 Download Empress Orchid ...pdf

 Read Online Empress Orchid ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0618562036


Download and Read Free Online Empress Orchid By Anchee Min

Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Talk about story arc: poor girl from rural China auditions for a job as royal concubine, winds up as emperor's
wife number four, gives birth to the "last Emperor," rules China as regent for 46 years. The fascinating,
implausible life of Tsu Hsi, or "Orchid," was reviled by the revolutionary Chinese, but here it receives a
sympathetic treatment from Min (Red Azalea; Becoming Madame Mao), who once again brilliantly lifts the
public mask of a celebrated woman to reveal a contradictory character. Sexually assertive, intellectually
ambitious, socially striving, Min's Orchid is also "isolated, tense, and in some vague but very real way,
dissatisfied." Even after giving birth to the emperor's only son, Orchid feels trapped by the stultifying
imperial rituals and persecuted by the other residents of the Forbidden City: six other royal wives, 3,000
invisible concubines and 2,000 scheming eunuchs. In addition to these powerful distractions, she has to
discipline her overindulged son, outmaneuver the ruthless politician Su Shun (who wants her buried alive
when the emperor dies) and advise the ailing emperor how to fend off both the Boxers and the Western
"barbarians." Min, herself a survivor of China's Cultural Revolution, has done a prodigious amount of on-site
research to capture the glorious, hopeless last days of the Ching dynasty. At times her writing is textbook-
flat, and she sometimes loses track of her teeming cast of characters (for example, Orchid's dangerous
mother-in-law and mentally ill sister). But readers will be enthralled by the gorgeously woven cultural
tapestry and the psychologically astute portrait of the empress-a talented girl from the provinces who married
(way) up.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Min, author of the acclaimed Becoming Madame Mao, which fictionalized the life of a woman demonized in
history books, again melds exhaustive historical and political research with expertly articulated characters in
Empress Orchid. Critics praised the novel's linguistic dexterity (once in the U.S., Min had to learn English in
six months or face deportation) and revelatory insights into the lives of women possessing few rights. Too
many characters and events muddle the plot, and the style wavers from glittering to dull. Yet ultimately, the
novel provides a valuable glimpse into the daily habits of fascinating historical characters and charts the last,
decadent days of an empire.

Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

From Booklist
In her second powerful and brilliantly conceived fictionalized portrait of a strong and controversial woman
intrinsic to Chinese culture, Min continues to fulfill her mission to tell the truth about her homeland,
particularly China's long tradition of demonizing women. In Becoming Madame Mao (2000), Min portrays a
vilified twentieth-century figure. Here she steps back to the nineteenth century to illuminate the
extraordinary life of the Last Empress of China, Tzu Hsi, or Orchid. The official version castigates the
empress as a conniving concubine responsible for the collapse of the Ch'ing Dynasty as China came under
assault by European powers, but Min considers her a shrewd and courageous survivor, political tactician, and
leader worthy of deep respect. Writing with vigor, clarity, and lavish detail, Min tells Orchid's consuming
story through the empress' sharp eyes as she rose, through great sacrifice, from abject poverty to the lonely
position of fourth concubine to become the besieged emperor's most trusted advisor and mother of his only
son and heir. Steeped in the Forbidden City's elaborate mythology, etiquette, and ritual, Min evokes a
doomed realm so opulent, complex, and bizarre that it seems as fantastic as an alternative world in science
fiction, but Orchid is 100 percent human, and her earthy story is true and significant. This bewitching novel
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ends with the empress' struggle to secure power after the emperor's death; Min plans to dramatize Orchid's
ensuing 46-year rule in the second installment of her insightful, magnetic, and quietly revolutionary
resurrection of a remarkable woman. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brian Bottoms:

The book Empress Orchid can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Empress Orchid? Some of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Empress Orchid has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Colleen Nguyen:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or thinking
skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Empress Orchid can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Martin Duval:

Beside this particular Empress Orchid in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Empress Orchid because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you occasionally have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from today!

Jeannie Brenner:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Empress Orchid we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be
creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Empress Orchid. You can more attractive than now.
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