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For three centuries grammarians have argued about the necessity of parentheses.
While some consider them subordinate, additional, irrelevant, and even damaging
to the clarity of argument, Lennard's history explores how writers such as
Marlowe, Swift, Coleridge, Browning, Derek Walcott, and e.e. cummings used
them in their work as vehicles for pointing dramatic gesture, controlling tone,
adding humor, and intensifying satire, in addition to contributing to the clarity of
argument. Lennard offers both a new history of the poetic use of parentheses
from their first appearance in England in 1494 to the present day, and detailed
case-studies of five major poets who exploited them. He reveals how in each
period the patterns of literary use have reflected, and continue to reflect,
technological, philosophical, and political developments.
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For three centuries grammarians have argued about the necessity of parentheses. While some consider them
subordinate, additional, irrelevant, and even damaging to the clarity of argument, Lennard's history explores
how writers such as Marlowe, Swift, Coleridge, Browning, Derek Walcott, and e.e. cummings used them in
their work as vehicles for pointing dramatic gesture, controlling tone, adding humor, and intensifying satire,
in addition to contributing to the clarity of argument. Lennard offers both a new history of the poetic use of
parentheses from their first appearance in England in 1494 to the present day, and detailed case-studies of
five major poets who exploited them. He reveals how in each period the patterns of literary use have
reflected, and continue to reflect, technological, philosophical, and political developments.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Lennard's scholarship is formidable and extensive, histalent for 'close reading’ of poetry is duly sensitive,
and his argument against the neglect of punctuation in the analysis of verseis convincing."--Times Literary
Supplement

"[A] fine contribution to our sense for parentheses....Lennard's finely studied analysisis an impressive
contribution to the literary scholarship which can enable us to understand this history."--Journal of English
and Germanic Philology

About the Author
John Lennard is at Trinity Hall, Cambridge.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Justin Price:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name But | Digress.
The Exploitation of Parentheses in English Printed Verse suitable to you? Typicaly the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. The book untitled But | Digress: The Exploitation of Parenthesesin English
Printed Verseis the one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know
previousto. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

David Ramos;

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading ae-
book. The book But | Digress: The Exploitation of Parenthesesin English Printed Verseit israther good to
read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.



Rebecca Bonnett:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this But | Digress: The Exploitation of
Parentheses in English Printed Verse guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt But |
Digress: The Exploitation of Parenthesesin English Printed Verse as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already aerted you so
why you haveto listening to yet another sixth sense.

Patricia Coulter:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
moretime to be learn. But | Digress: The Exploitation of Parenthesesin English Printed Verse can be your
answer asit can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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