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For most of the modern world, ancient Nubia seems an unknown and enigmatic
land. Only a handful of archaeol ogists have studied its history or unearthed the
Nubian cities, temples, and cemeteries that once dotted the landscape of southern
Egypt and northern Sudan. Nubia's remote setting in the midst of an inhospitable
desert, with access by river blocked by impassable rapids, has lent it not only an
air of mystery, but also isolated it from exploration. Over the past century,
particularly during this last generation, scholars have begun to focus more
attention on the fascinating cultures of ancient Nubia, ironically prompted by the
construction of large dams that have flooded vast tracts of the ancient land.

This book attempts to document some of what has recently been discovered

about ancient Nubia, with its remarkable history, architecture, and culture, and
thereby to give us a picture of thisrich, but unfamiliar, African legacy.
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For most of the modern world, ancient Nubia seems an unknown and enigmatic land. Only a handful of
archaeol ogists have studied its history or unearthed the Nubian cities, temples, and cemeteries that once
dotted the landscape of southern Egypt and northern Sudan. Nubia's remote setting in the midst of an
inhospitable desert, with access by river blocked by impassable rapids, has lent it not only an air of mystery,
but also isolated it from exploration. Over the past century, particularly during this last generation, scholars
have begun to focus more attention on the fascinating cultures of ancient Nubia, ironically prompted by the
construction of large dams that have flooded vast tracts of the ancient land.

This book attempts to document some of what has recently been discovered about ancient Nubia, with its
remarkable history, architecture, and culture, and thereby to give us a picture of thisrich, but unfamiliar,
African legacy.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Thislarge, scholarly work brings the ancient unknown kingdom of Nubia alive through essays and beautiful
photos. Part 1 opens with maps and a chronology as well asalist of Kushiterulers. In 18 essays, contributors
from around the globe provide facts and insights on the architecture, culture, customs, geography, and
general history of the region, which stretched from Sudan through northern Egypt. Black-and-white photos
of early-twentieth-century excavations—along with stunning color photos (some covering two pages) of
tomb paintings, scul ptures, temples, and precious objects—convey different eras. Extensive bibliographies
after each essay will enable researchers to pursue a specific topic and period further, often through scholarly
journal articles as recent as 2010. Part 2 is a gazetteer of 48 excavated archaeological sites, with illustrations
and narratives offering a thorough description. There are numerous color maps and charts throughout the
work and adetailed index. While public library patrons may enjoy browsing through the book, it will likely
be used more in an academic setting, due to the dense and highly scholarly text. However, the unique and
thorough information, the sheer beauty of the book, and the price make this a solid recommendation for most
libraries. --Arthur Meyers

Review

"This beautifully illustrated volume offers the general reader a survey of thislittle-known civilization and is
highly recommended."--Library Journal

"[B]rings the ancient unknown kingdom of Nubia alive through essays and beautiful photos."--Booklist

"[Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the Nil€] is arguably the definitive work on the subject to date. And
the on-location lush color photographs of Chester Higgins Jr. are worthy of avolume of their own!"--KMT:
A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt

About the Author
Marjorie M. Fisher isadjunct professor of Egyptology at the University of Michigan.

Peter Lacovarais senior curator of ancient Egyptian, Nubian, and Near Eastern art at the Michael C. Carlos
Museum of Emory University.

Sue D'Auriaisaformer assistant curator at the Huntington Museum of Art, and has edited several books on
Egyptology.

Salima I kram is professor of Egyptology at the American University in Cairo, and has published
extensively on avariety of subjectsin Egyptology.
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Chester Higgins Jr is aworld-renowned photographer and author of six books of photography whose work
has appeared in ART- news, Essence, and The New York Times Sunday Magazine.

Zahi Hawassisthe former Minister of State for Antiquities, and the author of many books on ancient Egypt.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Allen Brown:

The fedling that you get from Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the Nile may be the more deep you
looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the Nile giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in selected way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read it because the author of this e-book iswell-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the
Nileinstantly.

Mildred Perkins:

The guide with title Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the Nileincludes alot of information that you can
understand it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. Thisbook exist new information the information
that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth.
Y ou can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

M atthew Brown:

Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the Nile can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author
giving higher effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Ancient Nubia: African
Kingdoms on the Nile however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Joyce Shryock:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of persona references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirementsis Ancient Nubia: African Kingdoms on the Nile this reserve consist a



lot of the information on the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented so why isthe
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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