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On the brink of the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, read the
most vivid, moving, and comprehensive history of the events that changed
the world

It is history on an epic yet human scale. Vast in scope, exhaustive in original
research, written with passion, narrative skill, and human sympathy, A People's
Tragedy is a profound account of the Russian Revolution for a new generation.
Many consider the Russian Revolution to be the most significant event of the
twentieth century. Distinguished scholar Orlando Figes presents a panorama of
Russian society on the eve of that revolution, and then narrates the story of how
these social forces were violently erased. Within the broad stokes of war and
revolution are miniature histories of individuals, in which Figes follows the main
players' fortunes as they saw their hopes die and their world crash into ruins.
Unlike previous accounts that trace the origins of the revolution to overreaching
political forces and ideals, Figes argues that the failure of democracy in 1917 was
deeply rooted in Russian culture and social history and that what had started as a
people's revolution contained the seeds of its degeneration into violence and
dictatorship. A People's Tragedy is a masterful and original synthesis by a mature
scholar, presented in a compelling and accessibly human narrative.
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On the brink of the 100th anniversary of the Russian Revolution, read the most vivid, moving, and
comprehensive history of the events that changed the world

It is history on an epic yet human scale. Vast in scope, exhaustive in original research, written with passion,
narrative skill, and human sympathy, A People's Tragedy is a profound account of the Russian Revolution
for a new generation. Many consider the Russian Revolution to be the most significant event of the twentieth
century. Distinguished scholar Orlando Figes presents a panorama of Russian society on the eve of that
revolution, and then narrates the story of how these social forces were violently erased. Within the broad
stokes of war and revolution are miniature histories of individuals, in which Figes follows the main players'
fortunes as they saw their hopes die and their world crash into ruins. Unlike previous accounts that trace the
origins of the revolution to overreaching political forces and ideals, Figes argues that the failure of
democracy in 1917 was deeply rooted in Russian culture and social history and that what had started as a
people's revolution contained the seeds of its degeneration into violence and dictatorship. A People's Tragedy
is a masterful and original synthesis by a mature scholar, presented in a compelling and accessibly human
narrative.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Written in a narrative style that captures both the scope and detail of the Russian revolution, Orlando Figes's
history is certain to become one of the most important contemporary studies of Russia as it was at the
beginning of the 20th century. With an almost cinematic eye, Figes captures the broad movements of war
and revolution, never losing sight of the individuals whose lives make up his subject. He makes use of
personal papers and personal histories to illustrate the effects the revolution wrought on a human scale, while
providing a convincing and detailed understanding of the role of workers, peasants, and soldiers in the
revolution. He moves deftly from topics such as the grand social forces and mass movements that made up
the revolution to profiles of key personalities and representative characters.

Figes's themes of the Russian revolution as a tragedy for the Russian people as a whole and for the millions
of individuals who lost their lives to the brutal forces it unleashed make sense of events for a new generation
of students of Russian history. Sympathy for the charismatic leaders and ideological theorizing regarding
Hegelian dialectics and Marxist economics--two hallmarks of much earlier writing on the Russian
revolution--are banished from these clear-eyed, fair-minded pages of A People's Tragedy. The author's
sympathy is squarely with the Russian people. That commitment, together with the benefit of historical
hindsight, provides a standpoint Figes take full advantage of in this masterful history.

From Publishers Weekly
Packed with vivid human detail and incident, British historian Figes's monumental social and political
history spans Russia's entire revolutionary period, from the czarist government's floundering during the
famine of 1891 to Lenin's death in 1924, by which time all the basic institutions of the Soviet dictatorship?a
privileged ruling elite, random terror, secret police, torture, mass executions, concentration camps?were in
place. Figes dismantles any number of myths surrounding the Bolshevik Revolution of October 1917, a
military coup rammed through at Lenin's insistence ("hardly any of the Bolshevik leaders had wanted it to
happen until a few hours before it began"). Using diaries, letters, memoirs and archival documents,
Cambridge don Figes provides masterful portraits of cynical, power-hungry Lenin, driven by an absolute
faith in his mission; Alexander Kerensky, weak-willed, vain democratic leader, the self-styled savior of
Russia; writer Maxim Gorky, plagued by the fear?and later by the terrible realization?that the "people's
revolution" was a descent into barbarism; Tolstoyan peasant reformer Sergei Semenov; and dozens of lesser-
known figures. In this vibrant magnum opus, Figes illumines the manifold sources of Russia's failure to take
a democratic path. Illustrations not seen by PW.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A brilliant history of the Russian Revolution from the onset of the revolutionary crisis to the period when the
basic institutions of the Stalinist regime were in place. Figes (History/Trinity College, Cambridge, England)
provides an extraordinary and comprehensive explanation not only of why the revolution occurred, but why
it turned out the way it did. His greatest contribution is to capture something of the sheer magnitude of the
revolutionary impulse. Seventeen thousand people were killed or wounded by terrorists in the last 20 years of
tsarist rule. In six months during the revolutionary period 19056 the regime arrested and executed 15,000
people, shot or wounded a further 20,000, and exiled 45,000. Figes breaks sharply from the view that a
constitutional monarchy was evolving prior to the First World War. Such a development was consistently
frustrated by Nicholas II, who viewed every change as infringing upon his personal rule and his mystical



union with the Russian people. Figes believes that the Bolsheviks won because, in their hatred of the gentry
and the bourgeoisie, as well as in their willingness to make peace with the Germans, they expressed the
deepest yearnings of the Russian people. Nonetheless, Figes makes it clear that the Bolsheviks came to
power only by coup d'‚tat and that they retained power only by centralizing it and using terror ruthlessly to
wipe out opposition parties. Such was their fanaticism, however, that they very nearly lost power again. Only
the political ineptitude of the Whites enabled them to hold on. Finally, he argues that through his ruthlessness
and cruelty, it was Lenin, not his successors, who created the country's Stalinist framework. In the detail that
he gives to this vast canvas, in his insight into the Russian people, in the strength of his narrative, and in the
human dimension that he gives to the story, with the lives of significant characters traced over lengthy
periods of time, Figes has written an incomparable book. It is a masterpiece. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Millicent Doty:

Here thing why this kind of A People's Tragedy: The Russian Revolution: 1891-1924 are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. A People's Tragedy: The Russian Revolution: 1891-1924 giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that
similar with A People's Tragedy: The Russian Revolution: 1891-1924. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of A People's
Tragedy: The Russian Revolution: 1891-1924 in e-book can be your alternative.

Regina Wingler:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love A People's Tragedy: The Russian
Revolution: 1891-1924, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Alisa Gordon:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A People's Tragedy: The Russian
Revolution: 1891-1924 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick A People's Tragedy: The Russian Revolution: 1891-1924



become your starter.

Josie Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually A
People's Tragedy: The Russian Revolution: 1891-1924.
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