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Writing Okinawa is the first comprehensive study in English of Okinawan
fiction, from it’s emergence in the early twentieth-century through its most recent
permutations. It provides readings of major authors and texts set against a
carefully researched presentation of the region’s political and social history; at
the same time, it thoughtfully engages with current critical perspective with
perspectives on subaltern identity, colonialism, and post-colonialism, and the
nature of "regional," "minority," and "minor" literatures.

Is Okinawan fiction, replete with geographically specific themes such as
language loss, identity, and war, a regional literature, distinct among Japanese
letters for flourishes of local color that offer a reprieve for the urban-weary, or a
minority literature that serves as a site for creative resistance and cultural
renewal? This question drives the book’s argument, making it interpretative
rather than merely descriptive. Not only does the book provide a critical
introduction to the major works of Okinawan literature, it also argues that
Okinawa’s writers consciously exploit, to good effect the overlap that exists
between regional and minority literature. In so doing, they produce a rich body of
work, a great deal of which challenges the notion of a unified nation that
seamlessly rises from a single language and culture.
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Writing Okinawa is the first comprehensive study in English of Okinawan fiction, from it’s emergence in the
early twentieth-century through its most recent permutations. It provides readings of major authors and texts
set against a carefully researched presentation of the region’s political and social history; at the same time, it
thoughtfully engages with current critical perspective with perspectives on subaltern identity, colonialism,
and post-colonialism, and the nature of "regional," "minority," and "minor" literatures.

Is Okinawan fiction, replete with geographically specific themes such as language loss, identity, and war, a
regional literature, distinct among Japanese letters for flourishes of local color that offer a reprieve for the
urban-weary, or a minority literature that serves as a site for creative resistance and cultural renewal? This
question drives the book’s argument, making it interpretative rather than merely descriptive. Not only does
the book provide a critical introduction to the major works of Okinawan literature, it also argues that
Okinawa’s writers consciously exploit, to good effect the overlap that exists between regional and minority
literature. In so doing, they produce a rich body of work, a great deal of which challenges the notion of a
unified nation that seamlessly rises from a single language and culture.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Bhowmik’s book also reveals an impressive command of Japanese and western literature, with which she
frequently compares and contrasts the works of the Okinawan writers she discusses.' - HUGH CLARKE,
University of Sydney, Japanese Studies 29/1

'At last, we have a book-length study in English that explores the rich diversity of modern Okinawan fiction.
That fact alone would be cause for celebration, but Davinder L. Bhowmik's Writing Okinawa does far more
than merely fill a gap in extant English Language scholarship on Okinawan Literature. Through detailed
analysis of a wide range of fiction published from the early twentieth century to the present day, this book
offers diverse perspectives into the region's perpetually shifting, yet ever tenuous, relationship with the
Japanese state.' - Kristine Dennehy, Monumenta Nipponica 64:2 (2009)

About the Author
Davinder L. Bhowmik is Assistant Professor of Japanese Literature at the University of Washington, USA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ila Petty:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Writing Okinawa: Narrative acts of identity
and resistance (Routledge Studies in Asia's Transformations) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people
to know world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Writing Okinawa:
Narrative acts of identity and resistance (Routledge Studies in Asia's Transformations) become your personal
starter.

Ira Gonzalez:

You may spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Writing Okinawa: Narrative acts of identity
and resistance (Routledge Studies in Asia's Transformations) is simple to create you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



Anita Rhodes:

This Writing Okinawa: Narrative acts of identity and resistance (Routledge Studies in Asia's
Transformations) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because
it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having little bit of digest in reading this Writing Okinawa: Narrative acts of identity and resistance
(Routledge Studies in Asia's Transformations) can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Melissa Gusman:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Writing Okinawa: Narrative acts of identity and resistance (Routledge Studies in Asia's
Transformations). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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