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Although the Information Age is often described as a new era, a cultural leap
springing directly from the invention of modern computers, it is simply the latest
step in a long cultural process. Its conceptual roots stretch back to the profound
changes that occurred during the Age of Reason and Revolution. When
Information Came of Age argues that the key to the present era lies in
understanding the systems developed in the eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries to gather, store, transform, display, and communicate information.

The book provides a concise and readable survey of the many conceptual
developments between 1700 and 1850 and draws connections to leading
technologies of today. It documents three breakthroughs in information systems
that date to the period: the classification and nomenclature of Linnaeus, the
chemical system devised by Lavoisier, and the metric system. It shows how
eighteenth-century political arithmeticians and demographers pioneered statistics
and graphs as a means for presenting data succinctly and visually. It describes the
transformation of cartography from art to science as it incorporated new methods
for determining longitude at sea and new data on the measure the arc of the
meridian on land. Finally, it looks at the early steps in codifying and transmitting
information, including the development of dictionaries, the invention of
semaphore telegraphs and naval flag signaling, and the conceptual changes in the
use and purpose of postal services.

When Information Came of Age shows that like the roots of democracy and
industrialization, the foundations of the Information Age were built in the
eighteenth and early nineteenth century.
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Although the Information Age is often described as a new era, a cultural leap springing directly from the
invention of modern computers, it is simply the latest step in a long cultural process. Its conceptual roots
stretch back to the profound changes that occurred during the Age of Reason and Revolution. When
Information Came of Age argues that the key to the present era lies in understanding the systems developed
in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries to gather, store, transform, display, and communicate
information.

The book provides a concise and readable survey of the many conceptual developments between 1700 and
1850 and draws connections to leading technologies of today. It documents three breakthroughs in
information systems that date to the period: the classification and nomenclature of Linnaeus, the chemical
system devised by Lavoisier, and the metric system. It shows how eighteenth-century political arithmeticians
and demographers pioneered statistics and graphs as a means for presenting data succinctly and visually. It
describes the transformation of cartography from art to science as it incorporated new methods for
determining longitude at sea and new data on the measure the arc of the meridian on land. Finally, it looks at
the early steps in codifying and transmitting information, including the development of dictionaries, the
invention of semaphore telegraphs and naval flag signaling, and the conceptual changes in the use and
purpose of postal services.

When Information Came of Age shows that like the roots of democracy and industrialization, the foundations
of the Information Age were built in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An original, lucid synthesis, one that serves to remind us that today's controversies often have long
pedigrees. Many of our debates on Internet privacy and encryption, for instance, have their origins in the
postal service and legislative controversies of the French Revolution. The recounting of the history of power
and information has only begun, and this book is an outstanding contribution."--The Wilson Quarterly

"One of the myths of the computer era is that it is our age that invented Information Technology. In a book
that is as timely as it is scholarly, Dan Headrick shows how the age of enlightenment discovered
'information' as a systematic way of organizing the things we know. Information technologies preceded
industrialization and clearly played a major role in the emergence of modern production techniques and the
democratic institutions of free market. Headrick is one of the most imaginative and original minds working
on historical questions today."--Joel Mokyr, Northwestern University

"Information processing is not a recent invention. Indeed, it is as old as human speech. Headrick's path-
breaking book shows us, with admirable precision, how information processing assumed new forms and
reshaped European and American society between 1700 and 1850."--William H. McNeill, University of
Chicago (Emeritus) "Anyone interested in the historical roots of the present Information Age should read
When Information Came of Age." Daniel Headrick argues convincingly that the modern attitudes toward
information that we take for granted had their start in the 18th century. From dictionaries to maps to
classification schemes in natural history and chemistry, Headrick explains how and why scientists and
humanists began to think about information in new ways--and how these new ways of thinking about
information made possible the present Information Age."--Steven Lubar, Smithsonian National Museum of
American History

"It is already a commonplace to refer to our time as the 'Information Age' and most people would probably
associate it with the diffusion of computing technology. Headrick does a masterful job in When Information
Came of Age of showing that the roots of this age lie deep in profound changes in the methods of handling
information that occurred a long time ago. The lesson is important because in nurturing innovation it is
necessary to realize that new gadgets are only a superficial manifestation of the really revolutionary things
happening out of sight."--Juan D. Rogers, Georgia Institute of Technology

"When Information Came of Age is an excellent addition to the growing collection of studies on the origins
of 'our' Information Age. Headrick clearly demonstrates that a revolution occurred in the organization and
presentation of information long before the arrival of the computer. This is an important book."--James M.
Cortada, IBM and author of Before the Computer



"A treasure trove of information, well written and well illustrated, and is full of evidence to dispel the myth
that Information Technology began in the 20th century."--First Monday

About the Author

Daniel R. Headrick is Professor of Social Science and History at Roosevelt University and author of
numerous books on world history, includnig The Invisible Weapon, The Tentacles of Progress, and The
Tools of Empire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Brummitt:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book When Information Came of Age:
Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850. You can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book When Information Came of
Age: Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Cheryl Cooley:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This When Information Came of Age:
Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850 is simple to create you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.

Arturo Lamb:

This When Information Came of Age: Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution,
1700-1850 is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having bit of digest in reading this When Information Came of Age: Technologies of Knowledge in the
Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850 can be the light food for you because the information inside that
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this one.



You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this
e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

James Martin:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and When Information Came of Age: Technologies of
Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850 or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to
put their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes When Information Came of
Age: Technologies of Knowledge in the Age of Reason and Revolution, 1700-1850 to make your spare time
a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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