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While there is no lack of studies on Asian cities, the majority focus on financial
districts, poverty, the slum, tradition, tourism, and pollution, and use the modern,
affluent, and transforming Western city as the reference point. This vast Asian
empirical presence is not complemented by a theoretical presence; academic
discourses overlook common and basic urban processes, particularly the
production of space, place, and identity by ordinary citizens.

Switching the vantage point to Asian cities and citizens, Transforming Asian
Cities draws attention to how Asians produce their contemporary urban practices,
identities, and spaces as part of resisting, responding to, and avoiding larger
global and national processes. Instead of viewing Asian cities in opposition to the
Western city and using it as the norm,  this book instead opts to provincialize
mainstream and traditional knowledge. It argues that the vast terrain of ordinary
actors and spaces which are currently left out should be reflected in academic
debates and policy decisions, and the local thinking processes that constitute
these spaces need to be acknowledged, enabled, and critiqued.

The individual chapters illustrate that "global" spaces are more (trans)local,
traditional environments are more modern, and Asian spaces are better defined
than acknowledged. The aim is to develop room for understandings of Asian
cities from Asian standpoints, especially acknowledging how Asians observe,
interpret, understand, and create space in their cities.
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While there is no lack of studies on Asian cities, the majority focus on financial districts, poverty, the slum,
tradition, tourism, and pollution, and use the modern, affluent, and transforming Western city as the
reference point. This vast Asian empirical presence is not complemented by a theoretical presence; academic
discourses overlook common and basic urban processes, particularly the production of space, place, and
identity by ordinary citizens.

Switching the vantage point to Asian cities and citizens, Transforming Asian Cities draws attention to how
Asians produce their contemporary urban practices, identities, and spaces as part of resisting, responding to,
and avoiding larger global and national processes. Instead of viewing Asian cities in opposition to the
Western city and using it as the norm,  this book instead opts to provincialize mainstream and traditional
knowledge. It argues that the vast terrain of ordinary actors and spaces which are currently left out should be
reflected in academic debates and policy decisions, and the local thinking processes that constitute these
spaces need to be acknowledged, enabled, and critiqued.

The individual chapters illustrate that "global" spaces are more (trans)local, traditional environments are
more modern, and Asian spaces are better defined than acknowledged. The aim is to develop room for
understandings of Asian cities from Asian standpoints, especially acknowledging how Asians observe,
interpret, understand, and create space in their cities.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Transforming Asian Cities... [a] recent and timely contribution to the  literature on Asian cities that
seek[s] to better understand the diversity, realities and challenges in Asian urbanism and
transformation." - Zhu Qian, International Development Planning Review, 35 (3) 2013

About the Author

Nihal Perera is Professor of Urban Planning at Ball State University, and Director of the CapAsia field
study program. He was Fulbright Scholar in China (2006–2007) and Senior Research Fellow at the National
University of Singapore (2010). His publications include Decolonizing Ceylon, “People's Spaces,”
“Contesting Visions in Chandigarh,” and “Feminizing the City.”

Wing-Shing Tang is Professor of Geography at Hong Kong Baptist University, and a member of the
Editorial Board of Urban Geography and Corresponding Editor of the International Journal of Urban and
Regional Research. His research focuses on interrogating Lefebvre, Foucault, Gramsci, and Harvey with the
local spatio-history to construct an interdependent understanding of urban (re)development and planning in
Hong Kong and China.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Douglas:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Transforming Asian Cities:
Intellectual impasse, Asianizing space, and emerging translocalities that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick
Transforming Asian Cities: Intellectual impasse, Asianizing space, and emerging translocalities become your
own personal starter.

Brandon Phelan:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be Transforming Asian Cities: Intellectual impasse, Asianizing space, and
emerging translocalities why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will



not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Elisabeth Martinez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Transforming Asian Cities: Intellectual
impasse, Asianizing space, and emerging translocalities was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Transforming Asian Cities: Intellectual impasse, Asianizing space, and emerging
translocalities has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs
and try to like reading this.

Latoya Palos:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Transforming Asian Cities: Intellectual impasse, Asianizing space, and emerging
translocalities can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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