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Fourteen-year-old Kentucky girl Ricki Jo Winstead, who would prefer to be
called Ericka, thank you very much, is eager to shed her farmer's daughter roots
and and fit in with the popular crowd at her small-town high school. She trades
her Bible for Seventeen magazine, buys new "sophisticated" clothes, and strikes
up an unlikely flirtation with the freshman class's resident bad boy. She's on top
of the world, even though her best friend and neighbor, Luke, say she misses
"plain old Ricki Jo."

Caught between being a country girl and awannabe country club girl, Ricki Jo
begins to forget who she truly is: someone who doesn't care what people think
and who wouldn't let a good-looking guy walk all over her.

After aseriousincident on Luke's farm, Ricki Jo realizes that being atrue friend

is more important than being popular... and the one boy who matters most has
been next door all aong.
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Fourteen-year-old Kentucky girl Ricki Jo Winstead, who would prefer to be called Ericka, thank you very
much, is eager to shed her farmer's daughter roots and and fit in with the popular crowd at her small-town
high school. She trades her Bible for Seventeen magazine, buys new "sophisticated” clothes, and strikes up
an unlikely flirtation with the freshman class's resident bad boy. She's on top of the world, even though her
best friend and neighbor, Luke, say she misses "plain old Ricki Jo."

Caught between being a country girl and a wannabe country club girl, Ricki Jo begins to forget who she truly
is: someone who doesn't care what people think and who wouldn't let a good-looking guy walk all over her.

After aserious incident on Luke's farm, Ricki Jo realizes that being atrue friend is more important than
being popular... and the one boy who matters most has been next door all along.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Reading Alecia Whitaker's funny and sweet debut was like spending time with my best friend. Ricki Jo
Winstead totally won me over, and she'll win you over, too."2Joanna Philbin, author of The Daughters
series

"Whitaker's debut sparkles as she takes the reader on atour of two unforgettable places: small town
Kentucky and the heart of our charming and hilarious narrator, Ricki Jo."?Gwendolyn Heasley, author of
Where | Belong

"This coming of age romance... will capture readers with its honesty and heart." ?PW

"Whitaker paints avivid, finely detailed picture of life in the sometime-hardscrabble heartland. But what
draws the reader in is the chagtic precision of her characters, youngsters who are conflicted and frequently
inconsistent, yet feel rounded and real... Solid, just like its setting.”

?Kirkus

"Whitaker's setting is fresh, and readers from rural areas will recognize the class differences, especially
between new money and farming families. Along with teen concerns like dating, drinking, and cheating,
other seriousissues are raised... Erickasfirst-person voiceis sassy and quite believable.”

?Booklist

"Credible teen characters, realistic dialogue, and enough dramato engage reluctant readers.” ?SLJ

"Erickaisforthright and down-to-earth...young readers looking to break out of an old personainto a new one
will find both her complaints and her moments of triumph all too familiar. They'll just wish for their own
Luke, who clearly wins all awards for best best-friend-turned-boyfriend in atween novel."?BCCB

About the Author

Alecia Whitaker grew up on asmall farm in Cynthiana, KY. Sheisthe author of The Queen of Kentucky and
the Wildflower series, as well as an actress with appearances on severa television programs and
commercials. She packs her schedule with school and library visits each year, near or far:

www.al eciawhitaker.com/bookings. She currently livesin New Y ork City with her husband and two sons.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Barbara Stewart:

Book is usualy written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide The Queen of Kentucky will make you to become
smarter. You can fed far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?



Jean Gadson:

This The Queen of Kentucky usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main
reason of this The Queen of Kentucky can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditionsin
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Queen of Kentucky forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day task. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Millard Espinoza:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Queen of Kentucky publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty The Queen of Kentucky as good book not
merely by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

IrmaTijerina:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It aright you can have the
e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mabile phone. Like The Queen of Kentucky which is having
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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