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North Korea is today one of the last bastions of hard-line Communism. Its
leaders have kept a tight grasp on their one-party regime, quashing any nascent
opposition movements and sending all suspected dissidents to its brutal
concentration camps for "re-education." Kang Chol-hwan is the first survivor of
one of these camps to escape and tell his story to the world, documenting the
extreme conditions in these gulags and providing a personal insight into life in
North Korea. Part horror story, part historical document, part memoir, part
political tract, this record of one man's suffering gives eyewitness proof to an
ongoing sorrowful chapter of modern history. New edition with a new preface
by the author.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
North Korea is among the most opaque nations on earth, its regime noted for repression and for the
personality cult of its father and son leaders, the late Kim Il Sung and his successor, Kim Jong Il. Kang
Chol-hwan draws from firsthand experience in explaining the repression. After the division of North and
South Korea, Kang's family returned to North Korea from Japan, where his grandparents had emigrated in
the 1930s and where his grandfather had amassed a fortune and his grandmother became a committed
Communist. They were fired with idealism and committed to building an edenic nation. Instead, the family
was removed without trial to a remote concentration camp, apparently because the grandfather was suspected
of counter-revolutionary tendencies. Kang Chol-hwan was nine years old when imprisoned at the Yodok
camp in 1977. Over the next ten years, he endured inhumane conditions and deprivations, including an
inadequate diet (supplemented by frogs and rats), regular beatings, humiliations and hard labor. Inexplicably
released in 1987, the author states that the only lesson his imprisonment had "pounded into me was about
man's limitless capacity to be vicious." Kang's memoir is notable not for its literary qualities, but for the
immediacy and drama of the personal testimony. The writing, as translated by Reiner, is unadorned but
serviceable, a style suited to presenting one man's account of a brutalized childhood. Kang now lives in
South Korea, where he is a journalist; his co-author Rigoulot was a contributor to The Black Book of
Communism. Together, they have added a chapter to the tales of horror that have come out of Asia in recent
years.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Most readers know of the politically bleak and economically disastrous history of North Korea. This
affecting and directly written memoir will help make that history personal and specific. Kang, who escaped
from North Korea in 1992 and now lives in Seoul, writes with the help of Rigoulot, editor of The Black
Book of Communism (LJ 11/1/99). They tell the story of the Kang family, who became prosperous members
of the Korean community in Japan in the 1930s but returned to North Korea out of sympathy in the 1960s. At
first they lived comparatively well, but soon they ran afoul of paranoid political repression and became one
of the many victims of the Korean prison work camps. The details of the gulag are depressingly familiar
from memoirs of other Stalinist regimes, but this work is nonetheless important to record and witness.
Charles W. Hayford, Northwestern Univ., Evanston, IL
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"...freezes the heart and seizes the soul." -- Kirkus Reviews [7/1/01]

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jared Williams:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider



while those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Aquariums of Pyongyang: Ten Years in the North
Korean Gulag as your daily resource information.

Adela Valenti:

This book untitled The Aquariums of Pyongyang: Ten Years in the North Korean Gulag to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Joshua Cameron:

The e-book with title The Aquariums of Pyongyang: Ten Years in the North Korean Gulag includes a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Estela Gillard:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this The Aquariums of Pyongyang: Ten Years in the North Korean Gulag can make you sense more
interested to read.
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