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The Harlem Renaissance is rightly considered to be a moment of creative
exuberance and unprecedented explosion. Today, there is a renewed interest in
this movement, calling for a re-evaluation and a closer scrutiny of the era and of
documents that have only recently become available. Temples for Tomorrow
reconsiders the period?between two world wars?which confirmed the intuitions
of W. E. B. DuBois on the "color line" and gave birth to the "American
dilemma," later evoked by Gunnar Myrdal. Issuing from a generation bearing
new hopes and aspirations, a new vision takes form and develops around the
concept of the New Negro, with a goal: to recreate an African American identity
and claim its legitimate place in the heart of the nation. In reality, this movement
organized into a remarkable institutional network, which was to remain the vision
of an elite, but which gave birth to tensions and differences.

This collection attempts to assess Harlem's role as a "Black Mecca", as "site of
intimate performance" of African American life, and as focal point in the creation
of a diasporic identity in dialogue with the Caribbean and French-speaking areas.

Essays treat the complex interweaving of Primitivism and Modernism, of folk
culture and elitist aspirations in different artistic media, with a view to defining
the interaction between music, visual arts, and literature.

Also included are known Renaissance intellectuals and writers. Even though they
had different conceptions of the role of the African American artist in a racially
segregated society, most participants in the New Negro movement shared a
desire to express a new assertiveness in terms of literary creation and indentity-
building.
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The Harlem Renaissance is rightly considered to be a moment of creative exuberance and unprecedented
explosion. Today, there is a renewed interest in this movement, calling for a re-evaluation and a closer
scrutiny of the era and of documents that have only recently become available. Temples for Tomorrow
reconsiders the period?between two world wars?which confirmed the intuitions of W. E. B. DuBois on the
"color line" and gave birth to the "American dilemma," later evoked by Gunnar Myrdal. Issuing from a
generation bearing new hopes and aspirations, a new vision takes form and develops around the concept of
the New Negro, with a goal: to recreate an African American identity and claim its legitimate place in the
heart of the nation. In reality, this movement organized into a remarkable institutional network, which was to
remain the vision of an elite, but which gave birth to tensions and differences.

This collection attempts to assess Harlem's role as a "Black Mecca", as "site of intimate performance" of
African American life, and as focal point in the creation of a diasporic identity in dialogue with the
Caribbean and French-speaking areas.

Essays treat the complex interweaving of Primitivism and Modernism, of folk culture and elitist aspirations
in different artistic media, with a view to defining the interaction between music, visual arts, and literature.

Also included are known Renaissance intellectuals and writers. Even though they had different conceptions
of the role of the African American artist in a racially segregated society, most participants in the New Negro
movement shared a desire to express a new assertiveness in terms of literary creation and indentity-building.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Geneviève Fabre is professor at the University Paris 7 where she is director of the Center of African
American Research. Author of books on James Agee, on African American Theatre (Paris, CNRS and
Harvard U P), she has contributed to several collective volumes and encyclopedias. Co-author of books on
F.S. Fitzgerald, American minorities, she has edited or co-edited several volumes: on Hispanic literatures, on
Barrio culture in the USA, on ethnicity, two volumes on "Feasts and Celebrations among Ethnic
Communities," two on Toni Morrison, and a book on History and Memory in Afr Am Culture. She is now
co-editing with Michel Feith a collection of essays on The Harlem Renaissance. A Fellow at the W.E.B. Du
Bois Institute, Harvard, The National Humanities Center and the American Antiquarian Society, she is
currently working on African American celebrative culture (1730-1880).

Michel Feith is an Assistant Professor at the University of Nantes, France. He has spent several years abroad;
his experience of living in Australia, Japan and the United States has sensitivized him to issues of
multiculturalism. He wrote a doctoral thesis under the direction of Professor Geneviève Fabre, on " Myth and
History in Chinese American and Chicano Literature " (1995), and his publications include articles on
Maxine Hong Kingston, John Edgar Wideman, and the Harlem Renaissance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Justin Price:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Temples for
Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem Renaissance. All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Kim McLoughlin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem
Renaissance can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.



Ernest Pettaway:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the
Harlem Renaissance, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Donald Corbett:

Beside that Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem Renaissance in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Temples for Tomorrow: Looking Back at the Harlem Renaissance because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it
from now!
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