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After adecade in one South Seas mission, a London bank-clerk-turned-minister
sets his heart on serving aremote volcanic island. Fanua contains neither
cannibals nor Christians, but its citizens, his superior warns, are like
children—immoral children. Still, Mr. Timothy Fortune lights out for Fanua. Y et
after three years, he has made only one convert, and his devotion to the boy may
prove more sensual than sacred. Mr. Fortune’s Maggot, Sylvia Townsend
Warner’sfollow-up to Lolly Willowes, islyrical, droll, and deeply affecting, and
her missionary captivated his creator as much as he did her readers.

Long after the work’ s publication, Warner began the novella The Salutation.
Now adrift and starving on the Brazilian pampas, Mr. Fortune is rescued by an
elderly widow, who delights in having an Englishman about the house. Her heir,
however, may beg to differ.

Brilliant and subversive, Mr. Fortune's Maggot and its sequel are now available
in one volume. They show Sylvia Townsend Warner at the height of her powers.
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After adecade in one South Seas mission, a London bank-clerk-turned-minister sets his heart on serving a
remote volcanic island. Fanua contains neither cannibals nor Christians, but its citizens, his superior warns,
are like children—immoral children. Still, Mr. Timothy Fortune lights out for Fanua. Y et after three years, he
has made only one convert, and his devotion to the boy may prove more sensual than sacred. Mr. Fortune's
Maggot, Sylvia Townsend Warner's follow-up to Lolly Willowes, islyrical, droll, and deeply affecting, and
her missionary captivated his creator as much as he did her readers.

Long after the work’ s publication, Warner began the novella The Salutation. Now adrift and starving on the
Brazilian pampas, Mr. Fortune is rescued by an elderly widow, who delightsin having an Englishman about
the house. Her heir, however, may beg to differ.

Brilliant and subversive, Mr. Fortune's Maggot and its sequel are now available in one volume. They show
Sylvia Townsend Warner at the height of her powers.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Sylvia Townsend Warner, an eccentric and accomplished novelist, brings this story to life with
unforgettable vividness." —NPR

“Atlong last | pulled down from its place on the shelves

Sylvia Townsend Warner’s plump little novel impishly titled Mr. Fortune’s Maggot and was once again
amazed by what awitty, poetic, clairvoyant writer this English woman was.”

—John Updike

“Mr. Fortune's Maggot is satire at its best. There are pas-

sages here—particularly those delightfully malicious ones, of which there are many—that still cause the
reader to laugh out loud. There is so much truth here in regard to Christianity, innocent love, and English
reticence that it is easy to dismiss Mr. Fortune' s Maggot as a novel without a clear content. Truth can be very
simple and very engaging.”

—Anthony Slide

About the Author

SYLVIA TOWNSEND WARNER (1893-1978) was a poet, short-story writer, and novelist, aswell asan
authority on early English music and a member of the Communist Party. Her first novel, Lolly Willowes
(available from New Y ork Review Books), appeared in 1926 and was the first ever Book of- the-Month Club
selection. Mr. Fortune's Maggot, her second, followed a year later. The Salutation was the title novella of a
1932 collection. According to Warner’ s biographer Claire Harman, it “was almost certainly begun in the
expectation that it would grow into a full-length novel, a sequel, or an extended coda’ to Mr. Fortune's
Maggot. Yet it also stands on its own, and Warner considered it “the purest, the least time-serving story |
ever wrote.” Over the course of her long career, Sylvia Townsend Warner published five more novels, seven
books of poetry, atranslation of Proust, fourteen volumes of short stories, and a biography of T. H. White.
NY RB also publishes Summer Will Show, Warner’s novel of the French Revolution of 1848.

ADAM MARS-JONES was born in London, where he lives and works. His fiction includes Monopolies of
Love (1992) and The Waters of Thirst (1993). He writes about films and books for London newspapers.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jonathan Gomes:

Typically the book Mr. Fortune (New Y ork Review Books Classics) has alot associated with on it. So when
you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.



Gerri Pettit:

Exactly why? Because this Mr. Fortune (New Y ork Review Books Classics) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will
giveyou alot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Jane Rippeon:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many guestion for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Mr. Fortune (New Y ork Review Books Classics) or others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them
to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Mr. Fortune (New

Y ork Review Books Classics) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like
this.

Terry Buehler:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Mr. Fortune (New Y ork Review Books
Classics) to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the sensation about book and looking at especially. It isto be initially opinion for you to like to open up a
book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Mr. Fortune (New Y ork Review Books Classics) can to be your
brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these
time.
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