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Mass Media in Sub-Saharan Africa analyzes how historical, political, economic,
social, cultural, and stylistic factors have shaped media products in African radio,
television, and newspapers. Bourgault investigates three principal influences: the
pre-colonial legacy of the oral tradition, the presence of an alienated managerial
class, and the domination of African nations by systems based on political
patronage. The first two chapters provide the theoretical framework. Subsequent
chapters look at the management of the electronic media, radio and television
broadcasting in content and practice, the history of print media, and the discourse
style found in the press. This work provides a wealth of historical information on
media systems, particularly those of the former anglophone and francophone
countries, together with recent developments in satellite communication, small-
systems technology, and the current move toward decentralization and
privatization. Bourgault also considers the political shifts affecting Africa in the
1990s and offers a radical blueprint for more responsive and informative media
in the sub-Saharan area.
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Editorial Review

Review

Bourgault's work differs from previous treatments of African mass communications in that it covers all mass
media in a representative cross section of sub-Saharan countries and draws on important ethnographic,
historical, descriptive, and critical approaches. It is further enhanced by Bourgault's personal observations
and accounts of experiences in at least 14 countries, vital discussions of African cultural traits that mix with
communication patterns, and theoretical arguments on germane universal concerns (news flow, colonialism,
dependency, media/cultural imperialism). The author (Northern Michigan Univ., Marquette) moves beyond
outmoded Western concepts, adding numerous Asian and African experiences and theories. Occasional
detailed case studies do not sacrifice more comprehensive and generalizable approaches. There are a few
errors in this otherwise excellent volume: the author misspells Roy Thomson's name and confuses the
Asian?conceived development journalism concept with development communication that emanated from
Washington and Washington-financed academic think tanks. This volume is a significant contribution to the
literature on Africa because of its intricate organization, up-to-date information, comprehensiveness,
multicultural and multidisciplinary approaches, and story-like relating of both historical and contemporary
phenomena. All collections.J. A. Lent, Temple University, 1996feb CHOICE

"This volume is a significant contribution to the literature on Africa because of its intricate organization, up-
to-date information, comprehensiveness, multicultural and multidisciplinary approaches, and story-like
relating of both historical and contemporary phenomena." ?Choice

About the Author

LOUISE M. BOURGAULT is Professor of Mass Communication at Northern Michigan University,
Marquette.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Arnett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Mass Media in Sub-Saharan Africa your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before.
The Mass Media in Sub-Saharan Africa giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but
also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



Randy Scott:

Mass Media in Sub-Saharan Africa can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Mass Media in Sub-
Saharan Africa but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Thomas Schroeder:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you is Mass Media in Sub-Saharan Africa this e-book consist a lot of the information from
the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Joseph Gabriel:

Beside this Mass Media in Sub-Saharan Africa in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Mass Media
in Sub-Saharan Africa because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have
book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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