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Now in its second edition, this innovative look at the history of graphic design
explores its evolution from the 19th century to the present day. Author Stephen J.
Eskilson demonstrates how a new era began for design arts under the influence of
Victorian reformers, tracing the emergence of modernist design styles in the early
20th century, and examining the wartime politicization of regional styles. Richly
contextualized chapters chronicle the history of the Bauhaus and the rise of the
International Style in the 1950s and '60s, and the postmodern movement of the
1970s and '80s. The book's final chapter looks at current trends in graphic design,
with in-depth discussions of grunge, comic book, and graffiti aesthetics;
historicism and appropriation; and the influence of technology, web design, and
motion graphics.

The second edition features over 80 new images, revised text throughout, a new
chapter on 19th-century design, and expanded sections on critical topics
including the Swiss Style, Postmodernism, and contemporary design.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This newly-updated edition adds over eighty new images and revised text, making this an even more
essential reference for designers as well as art historians."—Publisher's Weekly, Starred Review
(Publisher's Weekly)

"Art historian Eskilson has created a uniquely comprehensive, discerning, and vital history. . . . Eye-opening
on many levels."
—Booklist
(Booklist)

"Eskilson looks at design from the art perspective more than the others do, which is valuable because design
does indeed intersect with art movements."—Steven Heller, New York Times Book Review (Steven Heller
NYTBR)

"Eskilson . . . scrupulously tells the history of graphic design, beginning with the printing of the Gutenberg
Bible to today's digital design-it-yourself pages on social-networking Web sites. What makes this history
'new' is the author's focus on the role that technology has played, for better or worse, in the evolution of
design style."—Lisa Rossi, Wall Street Journal
(Lisa Rossi Wall Street Journal)

"[Eskilson] has done excellent work synthesizing a vast range of secondary literature on the history of
graphic design; he has done an even stronger job amassing a body of rich, engrossing, and often surprising
visual material presented via top-quality reproductions. . . . Through that mix of established landmarks and
fresh finds from the archive, Eskilson goes far in enlarging the history of graphic design. . . . Anyone with a
serious design library should consider acquiring Eskilson's new history. It will serve as a reliable reference
and a fruitful compendium of visual ideas."—Ellen Lupton, I.D. International Design Magazine
(Ellen Lupton I.D.)

“This second edition is one of the best accounts of the history of graphic design from the late 19th century to
the present currently published in English.”—Choice
(S. Skaggs Choice 2013-08-19)

About the Author
Stephen J. Eskilson is associate professor of art at Eastern Illinois University. He is coauthor of Frames of
Reference: Art History and the World and publishes frequently on contemporary art and design.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jamie Lundquist:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.



Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Graphic Design: A New History
will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Marlys Wieland:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just their
can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
guardería until university need that Graphic Design: A New History to read.

Raymond Murray:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
actually Graphic Design: A New History.

Carl Johnson:

Graphic Design: A New History can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Graphic Design: A New History nevertheless doesn't
forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
considering.
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