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"An institution is the lengthened shadow of one man," Ralph Waldo Emerson
once wrote--and in this book, the leading scholar of New England literary culture
looks at the long shadow Emerson himself has cast, and at hisrole and
significance as atruly American institution. On the occasion of Emerson's 200th
birthday, Lawrence Buell revisits the life of the nation's first public intellectual
and discovers how he became a "representative man."

Born into the age of inspired amateurism that emerged from the ruins of pre-
revolutionary political, religious, and cultural institutions, Emerson took up the
challenge of thinking about the role of the United States alone and in the world.
With characteristic authority and grace, Buell conveys both the style and
substance of Emerson's accomplishment--in his conception of America as the
transplantation of Englishness into the new world, and in his prodigious work as
writer, religious thinker, and philosopher. Here we see clearly the paradoxical
key to his success, the fierce insistence on independence that acted so
magnetically upon all around him. Steeped in Emerson's writings, and in thelife
and lore of the America of hisday, Buell'sbook is asindividual--and as
compelling--as its subject. At atime when Americans and non-Americans alike
are struggling to understand what this country is, and what it is about, Emerson
gives us an answer in the figure of this representative American, an American for
al, and for all times.
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"An institution is the lengthened shadow of one man," Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote--and in this book,
the leading scholar of New England literary culture looks at the long shadow Emerson himself has cast, and
a hisrole and significance as a truly American ingtitution. On the occasion of Emerson's 200th birthday,
Lawrence Buell revisits the life of the nation's first public intellectual and discovers how he became a
"representative man."

Born into the age of inspired amateurism that emerged from the ruins of pre-revolutionary political,
religious, and cultural institutions, Emerson took up the challenge of thinking about the role of the United
States alone and in the world. With characteristic authority and grace, Buell conveys both the style and
substance of Emerson's accomplishment--in his conception of America as the transplantation of Englishness
into the new world, and in his prodigious work as writer, religious thinker, and philosopher. Here we see
clearly the paradoxical key to his success, the fierce insistence on independence that acted so magnetically
upon al around him. Steeped in Emerson’'s writings, and in the life and lore of the America of his day,
Buell's book is as individual--and as compelling--as its subject. At atime when Americans and non-
Americans alike are struggling to understand what this country is, and what it is about, Emerson gives us an
answer in the figure of this representative American, an American for all, and for all times.
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Editorial Review

Review

Thisisasplendid book, an important one, and one that will have wide appeal. This will be an indispensable
book on Emerson, putting the keys to that complex man and his work into the reader's hand. If you want to
know why we are still reading and talking about Emerson, start here. (Robert Richardson, author of
Emerson: The Mind on Fire and Henry Thoreau: A Life of the Mind.)

Lawrence Buell has made it his business to set forth exciting new lines of inquiry. He has done so once
again: bringing Emerson up to date, moving him away from a nation-based paradigm, and firing him up as
an entry point to aglobal, cross-lingual circuit. (Wai Chee Dimock, author of Empire for Liberty.)

This book is aliterary-cultural event: the harvest of the past half-century of Emersonian revaluations and the
harbinger, guide, and provocation for the next generations of Emerson scholars and critics. One cannot call a
work on Emerson definitive, even provisionally, but | cannot imagine that any Americanist - or for that
matter, anyone interested in America, specialist or non-specialist -- will be able to do without this book in the
foreseeable future. (Sacvan Bercovitch, author of The American Jeremiad, and The Puritan Origins of the
American Saif.)

This a splendid book, an important one, and one that will have wide appeal. Thiswill be an indispensable
book on Emerson, putting the keys to that complex man and his work into the reader's hand. If you want to
know why we are still reading and talking about Emerson, start here. (Robert Richardson, author of
Emerson: The Mind on Fire and Henry Thoreau: A Life of the Mind)

Lawrence Buell has made it his business to set forth exciting new lines of inquiry. He has done so once
again: bringing Emerson up to date, moving him away from a nation-based paradigm, and firing him up as
an entry point to aglobal, cross-lingua circuit. (Wai Chee Dimock, author of Empire for Liberty)

This book is aliterary-cultural event: the harvest of the past half-century of Emersonian revaluations and the
harbinger, guide, and provocation for the next generations of Emerson scholars and critics. One cannot call a
work on Emerson definite, even provisionally, but | cannot imagine that any Americanist--or, for that matter,
anyone interested in America, specialist or nonspecialist--will be able to do without this book in the
foreseeable future. (Sacvan Bercovitch, author of The American Jeremaid and The Puritan Origins of the
American Self)

| learned from and greatly enjoyed reading Lawrence Buell's Emerson. (Susan Sontag Times Literary
Supplement 2003-12-05)

Lawrence Buell has written a comprehensive, penetrating and timely study, the distillation of alifetime's
scholarship, of this great thinker and writer, 'the poet of ordinary days,' as his disciple, John Dewey,
beautifully called him. (John Banville Irish Times 2003-11-01)

In this book Buell digtills alifetime of study and teaching on Emerson. Itstone is easy and confident,
friendly and inviting, and Buell's aim is to share his admiration for Americas first public intellectual with a

new generation of readers. (P. J. Ferlazzo Choice 2003-11-01)

In this book Lawrence Buell shows us why Emerson remains worth reading in our own time...What Buell



has to say here about Emerson is not only persuasive but also consistently interesting, surprisingly
original...and, best of all, written in straightforward, lucid language...Buell's discussion of the relationship
between Emerson and his prize pupil, Henry David Thoreau, is brilliant. (Daniel W. Howe Common-Place
2003-10-01)

About the Author
Lawrence Buell is Powell M. Cabot Research Professor of American Literature at Harvard University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
JoseYork:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Emerson. Try to stumble through book Emerson as your close friend.
It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter
than ever before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you alot more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

John Tibbs;

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that islook different you
can read abook. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book Emerson it is extremely good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price
isnot to cover but this book provides high quality.

LouieLaforge:

The book untitled Emerson contain alot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary
works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read
the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official
web-site and also order it. Have anice study.

Brenda Burrows:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that



when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Emerson to make your own
personal reading isinteresting. Y our skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading
through especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open up abook and read it. Beside that the reserve

Emerson can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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