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At the turn of the last millennium, a powerful Native American civilization
emerged and flourished in the American Midwest. By A.D. 1050 the population
of its capital city, Cahokia, was larger than that of London. Without the use of the
wheel, beasts of burden, or metallurgy, its technology was of the Stone Age, yet
its culture fostered widespread commerce, refined artistic expression, and
monumental architecture. The model for this urbane world was nothing less than
the cosmos itself. The climax of their ritual center was a four-tiered pyramid
covering fourteen acre rising a hundred feet into the sky--the tallest structure in
the United States until 1867. This beautifully illustrated book traces the history of
this six-square-mile area in the central Mississippi Valley from the Big Bang to
the present.

Chappell seeks to answer fundamental questions about this unique, yet still
relatively unknown space, which was designated a UNESCO World Heritage
Site in 1982. How did this swampy land become so amenable to human life?
Who were the remarkable people who lived here before the Europeans came?
Why did the whole civilization disappear so rapidly? What became of the land in
the centuries after the Mississippians abandoned it? And finally, what can we
learn about ourselves as we look into the changing meaning of Cahokia through
the ages?

To explore these questions, Chappell probes a wide range of sources, including
the work of astronomers, geographers, geologists, anthropologists, and
archaeologists. Archival photographs and newspaper accounts, as well as
interviews with those who work at the site and Native Americans on their annual
pilgrimage to the site, bring the story up to the present.
Tying together these many threads, Chappell weaves a rich tale of how different
people conferred their values on the same piece of land and how the transformed
landscape, in turn, inspired different values in them-cultural, spiritual,
agricultural, economic, and humanistic.
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At the turn of the last millennium, a powerful Native American civilization emerged and flourished in the
American Midwest. By A.D. 1050 the population of its capital city, Cahokia, was larger than that of London.
Without the use of the wheel, beasts of burden, or metallurgy, its technology was of the Stone Age, yet its
culture fostered widespread commerce, refined artistic expression, and monumental architecture. The model
for this urbane world was nothing less than the cosmos itself. The climax of their ritual center was a four-
tiered pyramid covering fourteen acre rising a hundred feet into the sky--the tallest structure in the United
States until 1867. This beautifully illustrated book traces the history of this six-square-mile area in the central
Mississippi Valley from the Big Bang to the present.

Chappell seeks to answer fundamental questions about this unique, yet still relatively unknown space, which
was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1982. How did this swampy land become so amenable to
human life? Who were the remarkable people who lived here before the Europeans came? Why did the
whole civilization disappear so rapidly? What became of the land in the centuries after the Mississippians
abandoned it? And finally, what can we learn about ourselves as we look into the changing meaning of
Cahokia through the ages?

To explore these questions, Chappell probes a wide range of sources, including the work of astronomers,
geographers, geologists, anthropologists, and archaeologists. Archival photographs and newspaper accounts,
as well as interviews with those who work at the site and Native Americans on their annual pilgrimage to the
site, bring the story up to the present.
Tying together these many threads, Chappell weaves a rich tale of how different people conferred their
values on the same piece of land and how the transformed landscape, in turn, inspired different values in
them-cultural, spiritual, agricultural, economic, and humanistic.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

At the turn of the last millennium, a powerful Native American civilization emerged and flourished in the
American Midwest. By A.D. 1050 the population of its capital city, Cahokia, was larger than that of London.
Without the use of the wheel, beasts of burden, or metallurgy, its technology was of the Stone Age, yet its
culture fostered widespread commerce, refined artistic expression, and monumental architecture. The model
for this urbane world was nothing less than the cosmos itself. The climax of their ritual center was a four-
tiered pyramid covering fourteen acre rising a hundred feet into the sky--the tallest structure in the United
States until 1867. This beautifully illustrated book traces the history of this six-square-mile area in the central
Mississippi Valley from the Big Bang to the present.

Chappell seeks to answer fundamental questions about this unique, yet still relatively unknown space, which
was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1982. How did this swampy land become so amenable to
human life? Who were the remarkable people who lived here before the Europeans came? Why did the
whole civilization disappear so rapidly? What became of the land in the centuries after the Mississippians
abandoned it? And finally, what can we learn about ourselves as we look into the changing meaning of
Cahokia through the ages?

To explore these questions, Chappell probes a wide range of sources, including the work of astronomers,
geographers, geologists, anthropologists, and archaeologists. Archival photographs and newspaper accounts,
as well as interviews with those who work at the site and Native Americans on their annual pilgrimage to the
site, bring the story up to the present.
Tying together these many threads, Chappell weaves a rich tale of how different people conferred their
values on the same piece of land and how the transformed landscape, in turn, inspired different values in
them-cultural, spiritual, agricultural, economic, and humanistic.

About the Author

Sally A. Kitt Chappell, professor emerita in the Department of Art at DePaul University, is the author of
Architecture and Planning of Graham, Anderson, Probst, and White, 1912-1936, also published by the
University of Chicago Press, and a contributor to the Travel section of the New York Times.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos. You can choose the best
book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Cahokia:
Mirror of the Cosmos. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can



utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Dustin Davis:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Cahokia: Mirror of
the Cosmos suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmosis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that
you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily
to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Ruth Goodrich:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Daniel Adams:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos
or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science publication, any other book likes
Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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