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Modern states claim rights of jurisdiction and control over particular
geographical areas and their associated natural resources. Boundaries of
Authority explores the possible moral bases for such territorial claims by states,
in the process arguing that many of these territorial claims in fact lack any moral
justification. The book maintains throughout that the requirement of states'
justified authority over persons has normative priority over, and as a result
severely restricts, the kinds of territorial rights that states can justifiably claim,
and it argues that the mere effective administration of justice within a
geographical area is insufficient to ground moral authority over residents of that
area. The book argues that only a theory of territorial rights that takes seriously
the morality of the actual history of states' acquisitions of power over land and
the land's residents can adequately explain the nature and extent of states' moral
rights over particular territories. Part I of the book examines the interconnections
between states' claimed rights of authority over particular sets of subject persons
and states' claimed authority to control particular territories. It contains an
extended critique of the dominant "Kantian functionalist" approach to such
issues. Part II organizes, explains, and criticizes the full range of extant theories
of states' territorial rights, arguing that a little-appreciated Lockean approach to
territorial rights is in fact far better able to meet the principal desiderata for such
theories. Where the first two parts of the book concern primarily states' claims to
jurisdiction over territories, Part III of the book looks closely at the more
property-like territorial rights that states claim - in particular, their claimed rights
to control over the natural resources on and beneath their territories and their
claimed rights to control and restrict movement across (including immigration
over) their territorial borders.
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Modern states claim rights of jurisdiction and control over particular geographical areas and their associated
natural resources. Boundaries of Authority explores the possible moral bases for such territorial claims by
states, in the process arguing that many of these territorial claims in fact lack any moral justification. The
book maintains throughout that the requirement of states' justified authority over persons has normative
priority over, and as a result severely restricts, the kinds of territorial rights that states can justifiably claim,
and it argues that the mere effective administration of justice within a geographical area is insufficient to
ground moral authority over residents of that area. The book argues that only a theory of territorial rights that
takes seriously the morality of the actual history of states' acquisitions of power over land and the land's
residents can adequately explain the nature and extent of states' moral rights over particular territories. Part I
of the book examines the interconnections between states' claimed rights of authority over particular sets of
subject persons and states' claimed authority to control particular territories. It contains an extended critique
of the dominant "Kantian functionalist" approach to such issues. Part II organizes, explains, and criticizes the
full range of extant theories of states' territorial rights, arguing that a little-appreciated Lockean approach to
territorial rights is in fact far better able to meet the principal desiderata for such theories. Where the first two
parts of the book concern primarily states' claims to jurisdiction over territories, Part III of the book looks
closely at the more property-like territorial rights that states claim - in particular, their claimed rights to
control over the natural resources on and beneath their territories and their claimed rights to control and
restrict movement across (including immigration over) their territorial borders.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Summing Up: Recommended." -- CHOICE

"Simmons's important book diagnoses a fundamental "boundary" problem for contemporary political theory,
and there is much to learn about territorial questions from its pages. As the best developed Lockean account
of boundaries, it is essential reading for anyone interested in these matters." -- Notre Dame Philosophical
Reviews
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Handler:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Boundaries of Authority. You can choose the best book
if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Boundaries of
Authority. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can
be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book
as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's read.

Gena Colgan:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you



are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Boundaries of Authority, you are able to enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Wayne Sutphin:

This Boundaries of Authority is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Boundaries of Authority can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no
in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Clifford Jones:

You may get this Boundaries of Authority by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing
it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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