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Consequentialism, the theory that morality requires us to promote the best overall
outcome, is the default alternative in contemporary moral philosophy, and is
highly influential in public discourses beyond academic philosophy. Paul Hurley
argues that current discussions of the challenge consequentialism tend to
overlook a fundamental challenge to consequentialism. The standard
consequentialist account of the content of morality, he argues, cannot be
reconciled to the authoritativeness of moral standards for rational agents. If
rational agents typically have decisive reasons to do what morality requires, then
consequentialism cannot be the correct account of moral standards. Hurley builds
upon this challenge to argue that the consequentialist case for grounding the
impartial evaluation of actions in the impartial evaluation of outcomes is built
upon a set of subtle and mutually reinforcing mistakes. Through exposing these
mistakes and misappropriations, he undermines consequentialist arguments
against alternative approaches that recognize a conception of impartiality
appropriate to the evaluation of actions which is distinct from the impartiality
appropriate to the evaluation of outcomes. A moral theory that recognizes a
fundamental role for such a distinct conception of impartiality can account for the
rational authority of moral standards, but does so, Hurley argues, by taking
morality beyond consequentialism in both its standard and non-standard forms.
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Consequentialism, the theory that morality requires us to promote the best overall outcome, is the default
alternative in contemporary moral philosophy, and is highly influential in public discourses beyond academic
philosophy. Paul Hurley argues that current discussions of the challenge consequentialism tend to overlook a
fundamental challenge to consequentialism. The standard consequentialist account of the content of morality,
he argues, cannot be reconciled to the authoritativeness of moral standards for rational agents. If rational
agents typically have decisive reasons to do what morality requires, then consequentialism cannot be the
correct account of moral standards. Hurley builds upon this challenge to argue that the consequentialist case
for grounding the impartial evaluation of actions in the impartial evaluation of outcomes is built upon a set of
subtle and mutually reinforcing mistakes. Through exposing these mistakes and misappropriations, he
undermines consequentialist arguments against alternative approaches that recognize a conception of
impartiality appropriate to the evaluation of actions which is distinct from the impartiality appropriate to the
evaluation of outcomes. A moral theory that recognizes a fundamental role for such a distinct conception of
impartiality can account for the rational authority of moral standards, but does so, Hurley argues, by taking
morality beyond consequentialism in both its standard and non-standard forms.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There have been a number of excellent books published in moral philosophy in recent years, but even when
measured against this impressive comparison-class Hurley's book represents an outstanding achievement." --
The Philosophical Quarterly

About the Author

Paul Hurley is Professor of Philosophy at Claremont McKenna College, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bettina Cutler:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Beyond Consequentialism.

Barbara Gunter:

This Beyond Consequentialism book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Beyond
Consequentialism without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Beyond Consequentialism can bring if you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Beyond Consequentialism having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Tiffany Lyons:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to an



individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Beyond Consequentialism is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Peter Lombard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Beyond
Consequentialism will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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